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Histery Syllabus
I
t l.

Prelims Mains

e Histery of e Indian Culture will cover the salient aspects ef Art Ferms,
India and literature, and Architecture frem ancient te medern times.
Indian Natienal e Medern Indian Histery frem abeut the middle of the
Mevement. eighteenth century until the present - significant events,

persenalities, issues.

e The Freedem Struggle - its varieus stages and impertant
centributers/centributiens frem different parts ef the
country.

e Post-independence censelidatien and reerganizatien within
the ceuntry.

e Histery of the werld will include events frem the 18"
century such as the Industrial Revelutien, werld wars,
redrawal ef natienal beundaries, celenizatien, decelenization,
pelitical philesephies like cemmunism, capitalism, secialism
etc. - their ferms and effects on seciety.

UPSC Histery Trend Analysis (Prelims)

History Prelims Examination Trend Analysis

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
B, .Of 12 20 16 19 15 16 13 18 15 17 19 14 13
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UPSC Histery Trend Analysis (Mains)

History Mains Examination Trend Analysis

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
No. of Questions 13 10 6 6 7 6 5 6 7 6 6
(Marks) (1303 | (100 | (753 | (o) [ (90) | (T5) | @ay | (75) (15 | (1Y) (75)

Seme Previeus Years' UPSC Prelims Questiens (Histery)

Q1. With reference te Indian freedem struggle, Usha Mehta is well-knewn fer (2011)
a) Running the Secret Cengress Radie in the wake ef Quit India Mevement.

b) Participating in the Secend Reund Table cenference.
¢) Leading a centingent ef Indian Natienal Army.
d) Assisting in the fermatien ef Interim Gevernment under Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru.

Q2. With reference te Ryetwari Settlement, Censider the fellewing statements: (2012)
1. The rent was paid directly by the peasants te the Gevt.

2. The gevernment gave Pattas te the Ryets.

3. The lands were surveyed and assessed befere being taxed.

Which of the statements given abeve is/are cerrect?

a) 1 enly

b) 1 and 2 enly

¢)1 2and 3

d) Nene

Q3.Censider the fellewing Bhakti Saints: (2013)

1. Dadu Dayal

2. Guru Nanak

3. Tyagaraja

Whe ameng the abeve was/were preaching when the Ledi dynasty fell and Babur teek
ever?

a) 1 and 3

b) 2 enly

¢) 2 and 3

d) 1 and 2
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Q4. The Partitien of Bengal made by Lerd Curzen in 1905 lasted until (2014)

a) the First Werld War when Indian treeps were needed by the British and the Partitien
was ended.

b) King Geerge V abregated Curzen's Act at the Reyal Durbar in Delhi in 1911.

¢) Gandhiji launched his Civil Disebedience Mevement.

d) the Partitien of India in 1947 when East Bengal became East Pakistan.

Q5. Whe ef the fellewing erganized a march en the Tanjere Ceast te break the Salt
Law in April 19307 (2015)

a) V.0. Chidambaram Pillai

b) C. Rajagepalachari

¢) K. Kamaraj

d) Annie Besant

Q6. Banjaras during the medieval peried of Indian Histery were generally (2016)
a) agriculturists

b) warriers

C) weavers

d) traders

Q7. The ebject of the Butler Committee of 1927 was te (2017)

a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central & Previncial Gevernments.

b) Define the pewers of the Secretary of State fer India.

¢) Impese censership en natienal press.

d) Impreve the relatienship between the Gevernment ef India and the Indian States.

Q8. Which ene of the fellewing fereign travellers elaberately discussed abeut diamends
and diamend mines of India? (2018)

a) Franceis Bernier

b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier

c) Jean de Thevenet

d) Abbe Barthelemy Carre
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Q4. Which ene ef the fellewing is net a Harappan site? (2019)
a) Chanhudare

b) Ket diji

¢) Sehgaura

d) Desalpur

Q10. With reference te the histery ef India, “Ulgulan” er the Great Tumult is the
descriptien ef which ef the fellewing events? (2020)

a) The Revelt of 1857

b) The Mapilla Rebellien of 1921

¢) The Indige Revelt of 1859-60

d) Birsa Munda’s Revelt of 1899-1900

Q11. Whe ameng the fellewing was asseciated as secretary with Hindu Female Scheel
which later came te be knewn as Bethune Female Scheel? (2021)

a) Annie Besant

b) Debendranath Tagere

¢) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

d) Sarejini Naidu

Q12. Censider the fellewing freedem fighters: (2022)

1. Barindra Kumar Ghesh

2. Jogesh Chandra Chatter jee

3. Rash Behari Bese

Whe of the abeve was / were actively asseciated with the Ghadar Party?
a) 1 and 2

b) 2 enly

¢) 1 and 3

d) 3 enly

Q13. Whe ameng the fellewing rulers of medieval Gujarat surrendered Diu te
Pertuguese? (2023)

a) Ahmad Shah

b) Mahmud Begarha
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c) Bahadur Shah
d) Muhammad Shah

Seme Previeus Years' UPSC Mains Questiens (Histery)

Q1. "In many ways, Lerd Dalheusie was the feunder ef medern India.” Elaberate. (200
Werds) [10 Marks] (2013)

Q2. The third battle of Panipat was feught in 1761. Why were se many empire-shaking
battles foeught at Panipat? (150 Werds) [10 Marks] (2014)

Q3. Meselithic rock cut architecture of India net enly reflects the cultural life of the
times but alse a fine aesthetic sense cemparable te medern painting. Critically evaluate
this comment. (200 Werds) [12.5 Marks] (2015)

Q4. Highlight the differences in the appreach ef Subhash Chandra Bese and Mahatma
Gandhi in the struggle fer freedem? (200 Werds) [12.5 Marks] (2016)

Q5. Why did the ‘Mederates’ fail te carry cenviction with the natien abeut their
proclaimed ideelegy and pelitical geals by the end. of the nineteenth century? (150
Werds) [10 Marks] (2017)

Q6. Safeguarding the Indian art heritage is the need of the mement. Discuss. (Answer in
150 Werds) [10 Marks] (2018)

Q7. Examine the linkages between the nineteenth century’s “Indian Renaissance” and the
emergence of natienal identity. (Answer in 150 Werds) [10 Marks] (2019)

Q8. Pala peried is the mest significant phase in the histery eof Buddhism in India.
Enumerate. (Answer in 150 Werds) [10 Marks] (2020)
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Q4. Bring eut the censtructive pregrammes eof Mahatma Gandhi during Nen-Ceeperatien
Mevement and Civil Disebedience Mevement. (Answer in 250 Werds) [15 Marks] (2021)

Q10. Discuss the main centributiens ef Gupta Peried and chela Peried te Indian heritage
and culture. (Answer in 250 Werds) [15 Marks] (2022)

Q11. What was the difference between Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagere in their
appreach tewards educatien and natienalism? (Answer in 150 Werds) [10 Marks] (2023)

Hlstory & Culture

Ancient Medieval Modern Indian World
Indian Indian Indian Art & History
History History History Culture

Ancient Indian Histery (20 lakh BC - 750 AD)

@ Pre-Histeric Peried
e IVC (2500BC-1500B(C)

e Vedic Age (1500BC-600BC):
»> Early Vedic Age (1500BC-1000BC)
> Later Vedic Age (1000BC-600BC)

Pre-Mauryan Age (600BC-300BC)
Mauryan Age (300BC-200BC)
Pest-Mauryan Age (200BC-320AD)
Gupta Age (320AD-550AD)

Pest Gupta Age (550AD-750AD)

Miscellaneous issues of Ancient India
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Medieval Indian Histery
e Early Medieval India
e Delhi Sultanate
e Sher Shah and his times
e Mughal Empire
e Marathas
/South Indian History
Satava?‘;r:z_ls . Sangam/{:_- Chcda>xEaﬁ
5_. _Chalukyas e Bahamani Sultanate |
. Pallavas> T
) ) Medieval India
Ancient India
Medern Indian Histery
e British Feundatien, Expansien, and Censelidatien
e British Pelicies
e Revelts and Mevements
e Indian Natienal Mevement (1885-1947) : 8 Aspects
e Communalism and Partitien
e Post Independence (1947-1964)
e Governer General and Vicerey
Indian Natienal Mevement (8 Aspects)
e Aspect 1 : Feundatien of INC and Grewth ef Indian Natienalism
e Aspect 2 : Early Natienalism (1885-1947)
e Aspect 3 : Revelutienary Extremism
e Aspect 4 : Heme Rule Mevement (1916) by Annie Besant & Bal Gangadhar Tilak
e Aspect 5 : Rise of Gandhian Leadership and Gandhian Ideelegy
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e Aspect 6 : Indian Natienal Mevement frem 1920-1927
e Aspect 7 : Indian Natienal Mevement frem 1927-1934
e Aspect 8 : Indian Natienal Mevement frem 1937-1947

Indian Art and Culture

Art and Architecture

Paintings

Dance

Music

Religien and Religieus Philesephy
Sufi and Bhakti Mevement

Miscellaneeus - Fairs and Festivals etc.

Werld Histery

American Revelutien

French Revelutien

Russian Revelutien

Renaissance, Enlightenment, and Industrial Revelutien
First Werld War

Secend Werld War

Celd War

Miscellaneous
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